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THE TROUBLE WITH TOWERS

AAR ESTIMATES PTC WILL REQUIRE THE 

INDUSTRY TO:

• Equip approximately 60,000 miles of U.S. freight 

railroad track with PTC technology;

• Install 22,000 PTC-related antennas;

• Install approximately 36,000 wayside units; and

• Equip over 22,000 locomotives with PTC 

technology

TECHNICAL AND REGULATORY BARRIERS

DEADLINE: DECEMBER 2015



CSX PTC TOWERS

~300 New 

Locations

~1000 Replacements of 

Old Wooden Towers



ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS AND PTC

• May 2013: FCC informed Railroads that they must 

comply with FCC’s Environmental Rules

• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

• National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)

• Railroads signed MOU regarding compliance with 

FCC’s Environmental Rules related to past 

construction of PTC infrastructure



2014 PROGRAM COMMENT FOR PTC 

 Exclusions

 Batching

 Time Clock of 30 Days

 Adverse Effects



CSX COMPLIANCE PLAN

• COMPLIANCE OFFICER

• SCOPE

 FCC’s Environmental Regulations (47 CFR 1.1301–1.1319)

 Nationwide Programmatic Agreements (NPA 2004/2005)

 Program Comment (PC 2014) for PTC Towers

 Memorandum of Understanding



PATH FORWARD FOR COMPLIANCE

Identify Tower 

Location
GIS Model

NEPA and Historic 

Property Review

Section 106 

Consultation

Adverse Effect 

Resolution/EA, As 

Needed

NEPA Checklist 

/FONSI and Form 

620 Complete

Compliance Officer 

Approves 

Construction



PATH FORWARD FOR COMPLIANCE

• Single Point of Contact

• Relationships with Tribes

• Weekly Calls for HDR/CSX Team

• Project Managers from HDR and CSX

• Project Coordinator

• Cultural Resources and Environmental Leads

• Telecom Managers



CSX COMPLIANCE PLAN AND  TRAINING

Compliance Binder and 

Presentation

Field Guide



TRIBAL NATIONS



TRIBAL NATIONS

TRIBE

ANCESTRY

KINSHIP

COMMON

BELIEFS
LANGUAGE

TERRITORY



CSX—BY THE NUMBERS

448 Replacement Towers

73 New Towers, Entered in TCNS

60 Towers Completely Through TCNS/E106 Process

466 NEPA Checklists Completed

65 Towers Requiring EAs

100 Past Towers Resolved Under the MOU
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