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BNSF’s Taylor Earns Environmental Excellence 
Award
Written by Marybeth Luczak, Executive Editor

BNSF Assistant Director-Advanced Energy Innovation James Taylor

BNSF Assistant Director-Advanced Energy Innovation James Taylor received the 2022 
Environmental Excellence Award from the Association of American Railroads (AAR) 
on Nov. 2.

The award is “the industry’s highest honor for environmental professionals,” according 
to AAR, which presented it during the Railroad Environmental Conference in Cham-
paign, Ill.

Taylor has served BNSF
engaging with employees “to develop and deploy cutting-edge solutions that are both 
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 sustainability,” according to AAR.

Taylor is involved in the design planning and execution phases of the programs he 
leads, including the main line testing of a high-horsepower, zero-emission bat-
tery-electric locomotive. His team was also responsible for the full conversion of 

-
tric technology; installation and testing of lithium-ion locomotive starter batteries that 

over 30 facilities across the network, AAR said.

Six other railroaders, in addition to Taylor, were nominated for the award. They were:

Nick Pryor, Environmental Project Manager, Kansas City Southern
Michael Linder, Western Regional Manager, Field Operations, CN
Mike Mendoza, Senior Engineer, Environmental, CSX
Troy Carpenter, Regional Manager Environmental Operations, Norfolk Southern
Dina Ledbetter, Senior Environmental Specialist, Amtrak
Kevin Peterburs, Senior Manager, Site Remediation, 
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