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Getting to know Committee
30's, Marcus Dersch

MARCUS S. DERSCH, P.E.
Principal Research Engineer,
University of lllinois at Urbana-
Champaign

hy did you decide to
choose a career in railway
engineering?

DERSCH: I chose a career

in the rail industry because of the people. I
appreciate that relationships matter and have
witnessed that the people I worked with in
graduate school at the Rail Transportation
Engineering Center (RailTEC) at the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (Illi-
nois) and as an engineering intern at Union
Pacific (UP) are some of the same people 1
am interacting with today. I have remained
in the rail industry because I have appreci-
ated that the work has been challenging,
rewarding, and always changing.

AREMA: How did you get started?
DERSCH: I started as a research assistant
at Illinois and was able to work on a project
funded by BNSF investigating the effect of
coal fouling on ballast strength. I was then
exposed to additional industry challenges
and solutions through the William W. Hay
Railroad Engineering Seminar series put
on by Illinois. At one of these seminars I
met David Connell, former vice president
of Engineering at UP, and subsequently
accepted an internship with UP. Through
these experiences I was hooked on the rail
industry.

AREMA: How did you get involved in
AREMA and your committee?

DERSCH: I learned about AREMA via the
Illinois AREMA Student Chapter, which
does a fantastic job of recruiting and educat-
ing students about the rail industry. I natu-
rally became more involved upon graduation
given RailTEC believes that our findings
must be relevant to industry and adequately
disseminated. I have been actively involved
with Committee 30 - Ties since 2011 and
regularly work with colleagues and students
to turn research findings into improved
recommended practices.

AREMA: Outside of your job and the
hard work you put into AREMA, what
are your hobbies?

DERSCH: Being a father of two young girls
keeps me plenty busy. But, when I am not
working or spending time with them, I love
being outdoors, woodworking, volunteering
with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes
(FCA), cooking, and building into and
mentoring young men.

AREMA: Tell us about your family.

DERSCH: I have been happily married to
Kristen since 2013 and have been blessed
with two girls, Madison (3) and Kinsie (5),
and have one boy expected to arrive in May.

AREMA: If you could share one inter-
esting fact about yourself with the
readers of RT&S, what would it be?
DERSCH: I grew up in sports and my favor-
ite was baseball. As a pitcher, my fastball
could regularly hit 92 mph and top out at 95
mph. I have also torn my ACL three times
playing three different sports.

AREMA:What is your biggest
achievement?

DERSCH: I feel so blessed to be where I am.
I work with a fantasticteam, get the oppor-
tunity to encourage the next generation of
railroad engineers, and make an impact on
the industry with research findings. I see it
as my job to help students grow into mentors
who will be prepared to thrive as engineers
and have the skills to solve the challenges
they will face throughout their career. There-
fore, though I am hopeful that the improved
recommended practices will lead to more
resilient components and safer railroads, I
am more hopeful that the students I get to
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interact with go on to make an even bigger
impact in the industry with their careers. I
am fortunate to now regularly interact with
multiple former students who are serving the
industry well.

AREMA: What advice would you give
to someone who is trying to pursue a
career in the railway industry?
DERSCH: I would recommend being quick
to listen; there is so much wisdom within
the industry and when we stop to listen, we
can learn what has been tried in the past
which can save time and resources moving
forward. Additionally, be open to new ideas;
though the industry can be slow to change
in some areas, it is always changing. Working
to create positive change helps to better serve
theindustry. %S
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UPCOMING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

2021 MEETINGS
MAY 18-19

Committee 15 - Steel
Structures
Virtual Meeting

MAY 26

Committee 14 - Yards &
Terminals
Virtual Meeting

JUNE 3-4

Committee 8 - Concrete
Structures and Foundations
Kansas City, Mo.

2022 MEETINGS

FEB.8-9

Committee 15 - Steel
Structures

Fort Worth, Texas
MAY 17-18
Committee 15 - Steel
Structures

Chicago, lll.
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JUNE 10

Committee 33 - Electric Energy
Utilization

Virtual Meeting

SEPT. 14-15

Committee 15 - Steel
Structures
Virtual Meeting

SEPT. 16-17

Committee 8 - Concrete
Structures and Foundations
Sandpoint, [daho

JUNE 9-10

Committee 8 - Concrete
Structures and Foundations
Anchorage, Alaska

SEPT 27-28

Committee 15 - Steel
Structures
Virtual Meeting

Join a technical committee

Joining a technical committee is

the starting point for involvement in
the association and an opportunity
for lifelong growth in the industry.
AREMA has 29 technical committees
covering a broad spectrum of
railway engineering specialties. Build
your network of contacts, sharpen
your leadership skills, learn from
other members and maximize your
membership investment. If you're
interested in joining a technical
committee or sitting in on a meeting,
please contact Alayne Bell at abell@
arema.org.

For a complete list of all committee
meetings, visit https://www.arema.
org/events.aspx.
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