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Successful young rail
engineers will lead the
way to the future

By Deavid C. Lester, Editar-in-Chicf

B Halway rock & Structures /7 Apel 2004

5 usual, we had approximately

3 nominations for the RTeks

2024 10 Under 40 enginecring

henors. Railroad engineering s
very challenging, both mentally and plyst
cally, Mentally because of the highly technbcal
nature of the work, physically because of the
need to work in all types of weather, includ
ing scorching summers and harsh winters.
While all professional railroaders work hard
al Lheir jobs, Lhe engineering leam [aces
special demands. The work 15 also very grati-
fying though, As many rail engincers have
tobd me, it's a great feeling when you finish a
project on which vou've worked with a teain

for relatively short times or relatively long
times to significantly improve or build new
infrastructure. Rail engineering is a constant
learning precess a8 new technologles seem
toy become avallable every week., With artih
cial inrelligence, machine learning, and data
anmalytics making its way into the industry, it
will become a more critical part of the engi-
nesr’s ol kil Also, while there has been a lot
ol mechanization for varions Cypes of MOW,
Lhere is sUll plenty of apportunily for hands-
o work., While the rail industry competes on
many fronts, without first-class engincering
capability, any road would be hard-pressed to
operate safely.
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CARWIN SCHAFER II, P.E.
Vice President Rail Civil Group Manager
Benesch

Mr. Schafers work as a leader and technical expert for track
and terminal design has been critical to the success of numer
ons fast-tracked Class | railmoad capacity expansion projects.
Mr. schafer specializes in track and terminal design, utilizing
his skills to contribute to the railroad industry in his career as
a ruil designer, a comslraction inspector, a projecl engineer, a
project manager armd currently s a growp manager overseeing
anationwide staffof railway cngineces, e Schafer has person-
ally contributied to the design of over 30 rilroad intermodal
aind autoimetive teeminals, bath pew facilities and uprades
and expansions to exlsting facilities. His first project was as
a track designer for Unlon Pacifics Global 1V Intermaodal
Terminal in Joliet, 11.. Recently, Mr. Schafer has led the design
teamn for the expansion of Morfolk Southerm’s 47th S5 Inter
muodal Facility to expand the existing facility footprint south
of Garfield Blvd. in Chicage, 1. Mr. Schafer’s contributions to
these projects incleded track, grading, stormwater, site, pave-
ment and wlility design. Mr. Schafer has also contriboted to
the design of numerous other highway-mil grade crossings,
railroacd ‘,uulls ard mainline capacity projects, In his current
role asa group manages, he mentors and nurtures the upeom-
ing generation of rallroad engineers.
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